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a moment when liberalism was gathering strength in Prussia,
Count Bismarck became chief Minister of the Prussian
Crown and the dominating force in Prussian policy.
Bismarck was a Conservative and a reactionary, wholly out
of sympathy with the ideals of 1848. His immediate object
was to secure the supremacy of Prussia among the German
States. In the very first months of his leadership he made
it clear, in a famous sentence, by what methods he hoped
to achieve his end. " The great questions are to be
settled/' he told the Prussian Diet, with a scornful hit at
the Confederation, " not by speeches and majority resolu-
tions, but by blood and iron."
He was not long in translating words into action. In
1864 the King of Denmark died, and difficulties at once
arose as to the succession to the Duchies of Schleswig and
Eolstein, the latter of which still belonged to the German
Confederation. Austria and Prussia intervened jointly in
the name of the Confederation, and, as a result, the Duchies
were separated from Denmark, Schleswig being administered
by Austria and Holstein by Prussia. The object of this
rather clumsy plan, which originated with Bismarck, was to
create difficulties which would enable him to pick a quarrel
with Austria. In 1866 this manoeuvre proved successful.
Bismarck goaded Austria into war and succeeded, after a six
weeks' campaign, in expelling her from the German State
system, following this up by rounding ofi her own dominions
with the annexation of a number of the smaller pro-Austrian
States, amongst them the kingdom of Hanover, His vic-
tory also had the effect of completely checking the growing
agitation for the establishment of responsible government
in Prussia.1
1 On this point see Bismarck's Becollections, and the good short
account in Powicke's Bismarck,